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Flyin’ the Coop!

Rescued owls rehabilitated 
and released

Nichole Walls

Remember the baby barn owls that 
were rescued back in April?  To recap...
Jonathan crawled down a 15 foot shaft 

to rescue seven baby owls that were discov-
ered at the Kingman airport. The baby owls 
were brought back to the sanctuary for a few 
days until they could be picked up by Adobe 
Mountain Wildlife Center to start the reha-
bilitation process.

Unfortunately, during the rehabilitation proc-
ess, two of the baby owls died after being in-
troduced to the flight cage. After the owls were 
thoroughly examined by a veterinarian, there 
was not a known cause for them to perish. 
However, it is not uncommon for birds of prey 
to die due to stress. On the bright side, the 
other five owls are strong , healthy and were 
successfully rehabilitated.

 On August 18th, Tammy Himes  and a 
co-worker from Adobe Mountain Wildlife 
brought back the five owls, plus a family of rac-
coons to be released on Keepers of the Wild’s 
property.  Also, Tellus Films made a special on-
site appearance to capture this special footage.• 

Last owl  to be released was a little hesitant 
to “fly the coop”
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1st Annual “Run for the Wild” 
Tammy Gross

We wanted to take a moment and 
thank everyone who made our first 
annual benefit poker ride a com-

plete success!!   As this was our first time to 
organize a benefit poker run, we believe it 
turned out as perfect as possible!!! The total 
money collected for sponsorship of the run 
was $1485.00. The total expenses paid out for 
this event was $1311.00. The total amount of 
monies earned from the Poker Run, Prize 
Raffle Sales and 50/50 Drawing was $1540.00. 
The total amount of MONEY RAISED was 
$1714.00! That is awesome for our first go 
round!!! We had a great time from start to 
end during the Run for the Wild! 

Thank you to Kingman Animal Hospital, 
Woods Appraisal Services, Mother Road Har-
ley-Davidson, Lhuist NA, Shannon and Dan 
Wollam, WannaLoseIt.com, Leathernecks 
MC, Sharon’s Fireside Lounge, Mike’s Route 
66 Outpost and Saloon, West Coast Netting, 
Inc., Lee’s Uniform’s, and Blake 

Ranch RV Park for sponsoring our event!  We 
could not have done it without you.

We wanted to personally thank all the vol-
unteers that gave their time for the “Run for 
the Wild”.  Tammy G, Andrea Wilson, Tori 
Kimbal, Haley Bradley, Madison Kimbal, 
Lisa Reusch, Tina Bravo, Brad Wahlert,  and 
Renee and Chad Rogers of Kingman Arizona, 
Thank you!  Thank you to Brenda Arnold of 
Chandler Arizona, Nicki Bratz from Las Vegas 
Nevada, and Dawn Hnyda of Los Angeles 
California.  Also, a special thank you to all 
businesses and people that donated raffle items.
This event would not have worked without 
each and every one of you who devoted your 
time to our sanctuary and this event. You all 
Rock!!

This event wouldn’t have happened if we didn’t 
have participants for the run.  We had over 
30 bikes signed up for the run. This may not 
seem like a lot, but for it being our first year 
and in the hottest part of the summer, this 
was a great turnout!! Thank you all so much 

and we hope that the number of participants 
double on next year’s run!!

Please visit our Facebook page to view more-
photos of the run and to keep updated on any 
future events we have planned. •
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Faster than a hunting tigress,

 More powerful than 
a lion’s roar,

Able to leap tall fences 
in a single bound...

It’s a bird!  It’s a plane! 
No….it’s Tina Matejek!

                                                              -Nichole Walls

Cynthia Huth & Nichole Walls
 

Tina Matejek began volunteering at Keepers of the 
Wild over thirteen years ago.  She loved the animals – 
and the animals loved her.  A match made in heaven.  

She progressed from being a volunteer to a full-time staff 
member.  She later became Assistant Director, a position 
she continues to hold.  

How do you put into words the worth of a person?  Tina 
is extraordinarily hard-working and dedicated.  It is no 
secret that much of the sanctuary’s success is due to Tina’s 
efforts and many sacrifices along the way.  She wears many 
hats from supervising staff and volunteers to gift shop 
management and conducting educational tours. However, 
her primary focus is the management and well-being of 
the animals. She has proven to be essential in keeping this 
animal kingdom running smoothly. All of us (animals, staff 
and volunteers) are thankful to have Tina at the sanctuary.  

“When I first met Tina, I found it so remarkable all the tasks 
she could do. She isn’t afraid to do anything and works along 
with everyone else. I have known her for eleven years and she 
hasn’t changed much. I really admire her love and compassion 
for the animals. She is a very good friend also and listens to 
what one has to say. I mean,  really listens.” -Marlene Tidwell

“I admire Tina for giving her life to these animals and when 
I say giving her life I mean that in complete.  Tina works 
long hours every day and is lucky if she has one day of the 
week to herself. This shows such dedication and also how big 
of a heart she truly has. These animals love her, and for great 
reason!! “ -Tammy Gross

“Her passion for the animals...not just our animals but all 
animals. I’ll never forget watching her resuscitate a drowning 
squirrel that she discovered in a tiger pool.”  -Barry Emerich

                                                      Continued on page 4

It’s a Bird...It’s a Plane...
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WE’LL MISS YOU!
Gail Handy was our gift shop 
attendant for about 2 years. In late 
June, her daughter gave birth to a 
bouncing baby boy. Gail decided 
to move back to Washington state  
to be with her daughter and new 

grandson.

Gail spent most of her mornings  
at the bird house. She became 
quite fond of a  Moluccan Cockatoo 
named Willie. He did not have a 
companion and was very sociable. 
So with much determination, Gail 
convinced (harassed...ha ha) us to 
move him to the gift shop so she 
could spoil him all day.  

Not only was Gail one of our 
favorite gift shop gals and guardian 
angel to Willie , she was also part of 
the Keepers of the Wild family.

           We will miss you Gail!•  

“She’s amazing! How well she handles all of the stress and heart-ache she carries and 
in doing so, still having such a big heart.  Her ability to keep this place running 
and organized is astonishing. Oh Yeah....and the fact that she handles Jonathan 
so well - You Go Girl!!!” -Jennifer Stapleton

“I have worked at KOTW since June 2004 and Tina has always been someone I 
could talk to about anything. She is a rock when it comes to anything needed at 
Keepers. Very loving and caring of all the animals and is usually the one that has 
to handle all of the most difficult chores. She is irreplaceable!”  -Dianna Kenney

Tina is the love of my life and dedicated partner. I have never met anyone that 
works as hard as Tina does. I feel privileged to have Tina as a partner being we 
share the same passion for animals and goals for Keepers of the Wild.”
 -Jonathan Kraft •

It’s a Bird...It’s a Plane... continued
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A Proud Heritage
Sultan and Anthony, our two male lions, are truly “kings” 
in their home.

The scientific name of  lion is derived from the Latin word 
leo and the Ancient Greek leon.  The Hebrew word lavi 
may also be related.  The lion is a species of the genus 
Panthera and its closest relatives are the other species of this 
genus: the tiger, the jaguar, and the leopard.

The lion is the tallest (at the shoulder) of the felines, and 
also is the second-heaviest feline after the tiger.  Lions are 
the only members of the cat family to display obvious 
sexual dimorphism—that is, males and females look 
distinctly different.  They also have specialized roles that 
each gender plays in the pride.  The lioness, the hunter 
lacks the male’s thick cumbersome mane.  It seems to 
impede the male’s ability to be camouflaged when stalking 
the prey and create overheating in chases.  The color of 
the male’s mane varies from blond  to black, generally 
becoming darker as the lion grows older.  The most 
distinctive characteristic shared by both females and males  
is that the tail ends in a hairy tuft. 

Lions spend much of their time resting and are inactive for about 20 hours per day.  Although lions can be active at any time, their activity 
generally peaks after dusk. Lions are predatory carnivores who manifest two types of social organization. Some are residents, living in groups, 
called prides.  The pride usually consists of five or six related females, their cubs of both sexes, and one or two males (known as a coalition if 
more than one) who mate with the adult females (although extremely large prides, consisting of up to 30 individuals, have been observed).  
The number of adult males in a coalition is usually two, but may increase to four and decrease again over time. Male cubs are excluded from 
their maternal pride when they reach maturity.  The second organizational behavior is labeled nomads, who range widely and move about 
sporadically, either singularly or in pairs.  Pairs are more frequent among related males who have been excluded from their birth pride.  Note 
that a lion may switch lifestyles; nomads may become residents and vice versa.  Males have to go through this lifestyle and some never are able 
to join another pride.  A female who becomes a nomad has much greater difficulty joining a new pride, as the females in a pride are related, 
and they reject most attempts by an unrelated female to join their family group.

Most lions now live in eastern and southern Africa, and their numbers are rapidly decreasing, with an estimated 30–50% decline over 
the last two decades.  Primary causes of the decline include disease and human interference.  Habitat loss and conflicts with humans are 
considered the most significant threats to the species.  The remaining populations are often geographically isolated from one another, which 
can lead to inbreeding, and consequently, reduced genetic diversity.

Lions were kept and bred by Assyrian kings as early as 850 BC.  Later in 
Roman times, lions were kept by emperors to take part in the gladiator arenas.  
The first European “zoos” spread amongst noble and royal families in the 
thirteenth century.  They spread from France and Italy during the Renaissance 
to the rest of Europe.  In England lions were kept at the Tower of London 
in the thirteenth century, probably stocked with animals from an earlier 
menagerie started in 1125 by Henry I.  Keeping lions served as expressions of 
the nobility’s power and wealth.  Animals such as big cats and elephants, in 
particular, symbolized power, and would be pitted in fights against each other 
or domesticated animals. By extension, it served as demonstrations of the 
dominance of humanity over nature.  Consequently, the defeat of such natural 
“lords” by a cow in 1682 astonished the spectators, and the flight of an elephant 
before a rhinoceros drew jeers.  Such fights slowly faded out in the seventeenth 
century.  The tradition of keeping big cats as pets lasted into the nineteenth 
century, at which time it was seen as highly eccentric.  Unfortunately, although 
not widely acceptable, some people still want to keep and dominate these “kings 
of the jungle”.  As a result, many of these majestic animals are used, abused and 
abandoned at the whim of humans. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion, 2011)
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AugustBirthdays

 

PJ

Bengal Tiger

 DOB: August 9, 2006

PJ arrived on 
12-4-06  along 
with with Marilyn, Malachi, 
Moses and Millie, also 
known as the M&M’s. Most 
of them were being used 
for photo opportunities 
but PJ had a servere case 
of ringworm and could 
not be used. PJ was almost 
completely lacking hair 
because of her condition. 
Keepers of the Wild worked 
diligently to bath, medicate 
and treat her until she 
completely recovered. She 
currently resides in a large 
natural habitat with the 
M&M’s.

Stanley

Pot-bellied Pig

DOB: August 13, 1998

Stanley  arrived 
on 1-13-1999.  The owner 
could not find a home for 
him and was afraid that he 
would be euthanized. She 
contacted Keepers and 
Jonathan agreed to take 
him in. 

Fun Facts!P
•	 Pot-bellied	pigs	have	

poor	vision	but	excel-
lent	senses	of	smell	and	
hearing.

 
•	 Pot-bellied	pigs	are	

omnivores-their	diet	in	
the	wild	includes	grasses,	
eggs,	frogs,	snakes,	and	
fish.

Precious

Ring-tailed Lemur

DOB: August 2004

Precious arrived 
on 7-30-2009. 
She had been privately 
owned and was relocated 
to (2) other animal facilities 
before Keepers was able 
to give her a permanent 
home. She was first placed 
at a zoo, where she did 
not fit in with their resi-
dent lemurs. She was then 
passed on to a second zoo, 
where she ganged up with 
the resident female and 
harassed the male lemurs, 
having to be separated at 
that time. She currently re-
sides in her habitat by the 
capuchin monkeys. 

  Drakkar- Black Leopard
  January 1993-August 2011

Drakkar came from Animal 
Actors of Hollywood, where 
he was used in a Uban Coffee 
commercial and on movie 
sets.  Once he became too 
dangerous to be used, he was 
placed at  Keepers of the Wild 
on May 28, 1994. 

In Loving Memory of   

Drak kar  was  taken to  the  veter inar ian again  this  month.  The 
veterinarian determined he had a  severe  compound f rac ture.

 Drakkar  has  endured t wo major  surgeries  to  both of  his  f ront 
elbows.  He broke the r ight  f ront  elbow in  May 2010 and broke 
the lef t  e lbow in  Apri l  2011.  

With Drakkar ’s  advanced age and osteoporosis ,  the veterinarian 
determined that  the f rac ture  could not  be repaired.  Sadly,  we 
had to  have him euthanized,  as  i t  was  the only  humane option. 
These are  hear t-wrenching decisions  that  we must  face. 

He wil l  be  missed by al l !

Drakkar
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Order Your T-Shirts Today!!!

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State____________Zip____________

Home Phone__________________________________ Mobile__________________________

 

 Mail your check and completed order form to:  
Keepers of the Wild, 13441 E. Highway 66, Valentine, AZ 86437

               
                                                   __________COLOR _______ QUANTITY ________SIZE _________ 

      __________COLOR _______ QUANTITY ________SIZE _________ 

      __________COLOR _______ QUANTITY ________SIZE _________ 

      __________COLOR _______ QUANTITY ________SIZE _________                         

    PLEASE ADD $6.95  S&H (add $3.50 for each additional shirt ordered)
These shipping rates only apply to deliveries within the U.S.

Total Amount $__________________ (circle one: check / money order)

Wildlife Artist, David Wenzel, created our new “Big Cat Collage”  featuring five of our residents cats.
NEW !

Available Sizes:
 Sm | Med | Large | XL | XXL | XXXL |

Colors: White, Azalea, Sky, & Old Gold

            Gildan 2000 100% Cotton T-Shirts

                                 $22.95  (Sizes: SM-XL)        $24.95  (Sizes: XXL & XXXL)


